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History of Raymark Superfund Site 
(Stratford, CT)

• Raymark Industries manufactured 
brake parts from 1935 to1989

• Lagoons with waste material 
dredged and distributed through 
out town as fill material  from 
1950’s to 1970’s



History of Raymark Continued

• Established Stratford Health 
Department as local 
clearinghouse 

• Tested over 600 properties for the 
presence of Raymark waste



Issues: POLICY & POLITICS

• 13 of 46 cleaned up residential 
properties with “residual waste left 
in place”

• NO agency willing to place “deed 
restriction” on residential 
properties



Issues: POLICY & POLITICS

• LONG-TERM responsibility for 
tracking residential properties falls 
to the Town of Stratford

• CTDEP oversight of commercial 
and municipal properties (with 
Environmental Land Use 
Restrictions (ELUR))



The Charge

• Archive and preserve paper files 
for 13 residential properties 

• Discover documents in Stratford 
Health Department, EPA, CTDEP 
& CTDPH possession

• Create user-friendly, accessible 
files for the public



Our Expanded Scope

• Originally 13 residential properties 

• Now incorporates sampling and 
health assessment data on 380 
residential, municipal, and 
commercial properties



• Town IT in transition
– paper records in building dept,
– electronic records in assessors office
– Etc…

• Initial lack of understanding at 
federal and state levels
– compliance with national standards
– long term archive

The Challenges



The Solution

• Discover, digitize, and archive 
documents

• Create searchable database of 
property-specific information

• Create application that 
transcends technological 
changes



Digital Preservation

• Site designed to be accessible 
directly from the file system with 
no dependencies on database or 
web scripting technologies

• GIS (using Open GIS) built but 
can be turned off



What’s In The Website?

• Site currently includes
– Pre and post excavation sampling data
– Army Corp of Engineers blueprint maps 
– Health implications statements from the 

CT DPH and ATSDR
– Other associated documents 

















Near Term Development

• Painstaking editorial process
– Fact checking (QA/QC sheets developed)
– Enhance educational focus of content

• Incorporate feedback from Town, 
EPA, CTDEP, & CTDPH

• Add documents for commercial 
properties currently being 
evaluated



Looking Long Term

• Funding for updating, maintaining the 
application?

• Tie-in with CT’s CALL BEFORE YOU 
DIG (CBYD)?

• Compliance with national standards 
for data storage and other systems?

• Expand to properties beyond 
Raymark-impacted waste?



Lessons

• ICs should be developed throughout the 
process
– Difficulty finding and organizing paper 

records despite short time that has 
elapsed.
• Local knowledge of cleanup lost quickly



Lessons

• Example of the partnership between 
EPA,DEP and local government to ensure 
long term stewardship

• Importance of good leadership at the local 
level

• Surprisingly large return on investment from a 
public health perspective!



Contacts
Michael Knapp, Ph.D.

Green River Data Analysis, LLC

139 Main Street    Brattleboro, VT 05301

802.254.0671

mknapp@greenriver.org

www.greenriver.org

Andrea Boissevain, M.P.H.

Health Risk Consultants, Inc.

317 Sturges Road   Fairfield, CT 06824

203.254.3171 

alb@healthriskconsultants.com

www.healthriskconsultants.com

This project was funded by US EPA Region 1 in conjunction with the CT Department of Environmental 
Protection for the Town of Stratford. Oversight and direction provided by the Stratford Health Department.
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